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28 June 1968

MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD
SUBJECT: Discussion with Col. White on Records Storage

1, At 3:30 Wednesday, 26 June 1968, Mr, Houston and I met with
Col. White in his office concerning an Agency Committee to select
material for Presidential Libraries. As set forth in a separate
memorandum, after some 15 or 20 minutes that primary topic was de-
veloped to a polpt where Col. White planned to discuss it further
with the Director.

2. At this point and for the next 25 or 30 minutes the discussion
awitched to the problem of records storage through s comment Col.
White made about the large volume of records in the Agency. He said
he iz seriously comsidering agking every office to reduce its records
holdings by at least £ifty percent. He explained that he told Mr.

my predecessor, that he did not intend to build another

Records Center addition. I esplained that we were very familiar with
his statement and as a result the Records Staff had disposed of 55,000
cubic feet of Agency Recorde in the last five years, and that although
we had a hundred thousand cubic feet in the Records Center it was
really only half of the total volume received. Further, we had arranged
for the temporary storage of 25,000 feet of material at Suitland. Col.
Whike said he would like to ddspose of that material too.

3. Col. White commented that he was distupbed by what he felt
was & "horse and buggy" approach to records storage. He felt that
modern technology indicates all kinds of innovations and minifaturi-
zation possibilities. He recalled seeing smmething about putting s
file cabinet of material in a container no larger than a desk calendar.
I explained that all these micro reductions were feasible but ex-
pensive, He said that if we had a sound proposal for such modern
records storage and knew what we needed and where we were going he
could find five million dollars for it today, but he simply could not
Justify another hundred thousand dollars for additional records center
construction,

i, Because this tangent on records storage was not on our
original agenda I felt constrained to listen primarily, rather than
t0 respond. XLikewise, this unplanned discuasion followed no pattern
and some points seemed to come up without preliminaries or were left
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- 9« At one point I explained the use of "Microfiche” by Atomic
Energy for its reports. This system of putting 65 pages onto a
Y x6 inch plastic card does have some pogsible application in the
. Agency but would alter gxisting ‘procedures sand would require reading
- devices for the users of those Agency reporte. Col. White said he
knew how strong}.y sSome’ peaplt reusted changes in existing systems.

: 10. I briefly touched on tM 3 4] high density "microfiéhe" by -
National Cash 'Register called "POMI™ ‘which puts 3,000 pages onto a
b x 6 inch.plastic card. I ‘explained these all were possibilities
but. the Reaords Center ms a survice that stored material aa it was
1m1ved. ' ) ,

11. X told of the h 000 cublc Teet of mc filmg we received.
Then cost ‘millions of- dollarl to get but the project does not include
any budgeting for records storage,  Yesterday the NPIC Records
Officer told me these 0ld films are frequently: compared with new
films and these would still be useful 20 years from now. Col, White
felt the capabilities wanld be far beyond today 1n 20 years,

12, Col.. White had another appomtaent and. the moting ended
‘et 4:20.  Mr. Houston stayed behind another 5 minntea f.o disc;uas '
br:!.efly sti.ll another question. ‘
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